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T
  
he planetary ecological crisis is a 
manifestation of the death drive of late 

imperialism, whereby the expanded reproduction of 
monopoly-finance capital depends on the destruction 
of the conditions of life.  As the absolute limits of 1

capital are reached, generating a structural crisis, the 
capitalist state has become more authoritarian, giving 
rise to ecofascism as a virulent manifestation of the 
neofascism embodied in the Donald Trump 
administration.  In this age of unreason, the 2

ecological crisis that capital has created is fervently 
denied. Instead, the ecofascist response has entailed 
a heightened struggle for domination, resource 
control, hypernationalism, oppression of peoples, 
anti-immigration, racism, and the annihilation of 
ecology—all in the interest of capital accumulation. 
More than a mere oxymoron, ecofascism is the 
ecology of exterminism. 

In 1953, in The Destruction of Reason, Georg Lukács indicated that irrationalism was a product of capitalism, deeply 
connected to the material interests of the ruling class and the imperialist stage of the global system. He explained that in 
opposition to Marxism, historical-materialist analysis, and revolutionary socialist movements, bourgeois philosophy (e.g., 
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Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph Schelling, Arthur Schopenhauer, Friedrich Nietzsche, Henri Bergson, Martin Heidegger, and 
Carl Schmitt) had shifted to nonscientific, antirationalist, and skeptical analyses, asserting the preeminence of the will-to-
life/will-to-power, instincts, intuition, myths, and vitalistic life principles, as well as a deep social pessimism, over 
critical-dialectical reason.  This irrationalism rendered the world meaningless, constituting a nihilism and skepticism that 3

permeated bourgeois society, reinforcing its ideological and class domination and defending its exterminist actions. The 
majority of Lukács’s The Destruction of Reason was devoted to analysing the intellectual climate that helped promote the 
rise of Nazi fascism in Germany; however, in the epilogue to the book, he argued that irrationalism was then ascendant 
in the United States, as evident in the “prevailing post-war imperialist philosophy,” which was cultivating a unique form 
of fascism.  4

The Dictatorship of Monopoly Capital During Late Imperialism 
Lukács was writing The Destruction of Reason when the United Nations Command, led by the United States, was 

waging a brutal war in Korea; Washington was regularly conducting nuclear tests in the Marshall Islands; and political 
repression in the United States was in full swing as part of McCarthyism—all examples of reactionary unreason. He 
explained that in the United States the “ruling class managed, particularly during the imperialist era, to have the 
democratic forms so effectively preserved [due to having a constitution that ‘was democratic from the start’] that by 
democratically legal means, it achieved a dictatorship of monopoly capitalism at least as firm as that which [Adolf] 
Hitler set up with tyrannic procedures.”  He detailed the coordinated structure of the capitalist state, whereby, 5

this smoothly functioning democracy, so-called, was created by the Presidential prerogative, the Supreme Court’s 
authority in constitutional questions, the finance monopoly over the Press, radio, etc., electioneering costs, which 
successfully prevented really democratic parties from springing up beside the two parties of monopoly capitalism, 
and lastly the use of terroristic devices (the lynching system). And this democracy could, in substance, realise 
everything sought by Hitler without needing to break with democracy formally. In addition, there was the 
incomparably broader and more solid economic basis of monopoly capitalism.  6

Lukács indicated that the Cold War was “state-managed from Washington,” employing “the ‘free world’ ideology,” which 
must be recognised as “a part of fascism,” to justify its imperialist ambitions in “defence of capitalism and capitalist 
‘freedom.’”  7

Following the Second World War, as the “sole imperial power,” the United States used its “economic supremacy in the 
capitalist world” as “a means of intervening in the internal affairs of politically independent but economically dependent 
states.” It sought to establish dominance over the Global South to gain access to critical resources, create new markets 
for its commodities, and undercut revolutionary movements.  As Washington’s “imperialist capitalism” was solidified, it 8

readily incorporated “racialism” into its reactionary justifications “for aggression, imperialist war and for the barbaric 
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waging of wars,” such as the Korean War.  Lukács detailed how capitalist apologists curated “a new form of irrationalism 9

disguised as rationalism.”  Cold War intellectual James Burnham presented monopoly capitalism as a type of 10

managerial order, whereby technocrats were replacing ruthless capitalist owners. Walter Lippmann, with his liberal-
imperialist position, mystified the history, laws of motion, and exploitative social relations of capitalism as a means of 
subduing mass indignation with the economic order.  Karl Jaspers, an anti-Marxist existentialist philosopher, put 11

forward a purely “monotonous subjectivism” rooted in an individualist conception of “inner existence” to bolster 
bourgeois ideology and to counter social and political action. He proposed, in Lukács words, an “old irrationalism,” 
dressed up “in a garb matching modern American needs,” propagating the notion that there was “no exit” from the 
existing order.  12

The destruction of reason, Lukács explained, involved shifting the analysis of capitalism to the “free market economy,” 
depicting it as “the ideal social order,” whereby any problems that arose could effectively be eliminated through 
legislation, as the United States was “living in the ‘freedom’ of a ‘democracy’ where the majority vote was decisive and 
all-powerful.” The destruction of reason on this front, he contended, involved the creation of “anti-scientific 13

tendencies” that were “heightened to match the conditions of direct capitalist apologetics in the imperial age,” such as 
the “inviolability of capitalism and its unlimited possibilities of development.”  He warned that “the American 14

propaganda machine” was extremely “powerful,” yet the general contempt for humanity of this new irrationalism was 
constantly present.  15

Paul A. Baran and Paul M. Sweezy argued in Monopoly Capital in 1966, at the time of the Vietnam War, that the 
destruction of reason entrenched throughout the system was associated with the widespread degradation of social life 
with its racial, patriarchal, and class inequalities; assault upon communal support systems; creation of planned and 
psychological obsolescence; expanding production of waste to absorb surplus in an effort to limit economic stagnation; 
and development of high-tech military weaponry used in support of imperial dominance.  John Kenneth Galbraith was 16

later to describe the renaming of capitalism as the “free market” as a case of “innocent fraud,” where the actual workings 
of the dominant economic order were erased, presenting the system as if it did not have a specific history, a set of class 
relations, monopolistic tendencies, and an inner drive of accumulation.  All these irrationalities of monopoly capital 17

were amplified through the period of late imperialism, producing a more barbaric, “naked imperialism” that aggressively 
contributed to the socioecological breakdown of civilisation.  18

Late imperialism has consisted of three stages. From 1944 to 1991, the United States became the global hegemonic 
power of the world capitalist economy, maintaining its position through dominance over the Global South and waging a 
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Cold War against the Soviet Union and China. From 1991 to 2008, following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
opening of China to the world economy, the United States imposed a unipolar world system with itself at the top. Then, 
starting in 2008 to the present, a New Cold War developed as China and Russia reemerged as great powers, leading 
Washington to designate them as enemies. The Great Financial Crisis, from 2007–2009, revealed the economic 
vulnerability of the U.S.-dominated system, as it sank into a deep slump, while China’s economy continued to advance, 
pointing to the accelerating decline of U.S. hegemony over the world economy. This led to Barack Obama’s Pivot to Asia 
in 2011 and the undisguised New Cold War on China, beginning in 2017, during the first Trump administration.  This 19

New Cold War, carried forward to the present, is aimed at weakening and ultimately subverting Beijing in particular, 
given China’s far-reaching trade and investment networks. This confrontational position erected by Washington has 
included employing the financial power of the dollar to impose stringent economic sanctions on adversaries; using its 
extensive network of global military bases to encircle the People’s Republic of China; conducting numerous, large joint 
military exercises in the Indo-Pacific region; and pursuing more recent actions to undermine China’s access to oil from 
Venezuela and Iran.  István Mészáros indicated that this third stage of late imperialism “was the most dangerous,” given 20

the immense military power of the United States, the destructive capacity of its arsenal, and its willingness to use this 
force to impose its supremacy over the rest of the world.  21

The Culminating Planetary Ecological Crisis and Climate Unreason 
The emergence of the Anthropocene, in the late 1940s and ’50s, marked a historical shift, qualitatively and 

quantitatively, as humanity became the principal geological force in Earth System change.  Advanced monopoly 22

capitalism, following the Second World War, dramatically intensified and increased its impacts on nature. The Great 
Acceleration, beginning in these years, which was accompanied by the global expansion of oil production, the advent of 
the nuclear age, and the revolution in the production of synthetics rooted in the petrochemical industry, led to a massive 
escalation in greenhouse gas emissions, proliferation of synthetic fertilisers, and widespread pollution of the 
environment.  Ecologists, such as Barry Commoner, Rachel Carson, and Howard Odum, building on critiques of 23

political economy, warned that the operations of the capitalist productive system were threatening the conditions of life, 
including human survival.  This culminating danger is evident in the ongoing transgression of the planetary boundaries, 24

which identify the environmental limits within which humanity must operate to maintain the conditions that safeguard 
its own existence. Humanity has already crossed seven of the nine planetary boundaries, including those connected with 
climate change, ocean acidification, biospheric integrity/biodiversity, land system change, freshwater change, 
biogeochemical flows (the nitrogen and phosphorus cycles), and novel entities produced by the “synthetic age,” such as 
radionuclides, synthetic chemicals, and plastics (notably microplastics and nanoplastics). (The boundaries associated 
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with the ozone layer and atmospheric aerosol loading are still within the safe levels.)  Contemporary ecological science 25

is explicit that the roots of this problem are connected to “business as usual”—namely, the logic of capital, given its 
economic growth imperative focused on the endless accumulation of private riches. This conclusion is also reflected in 
the most recent international reports regarding the climate, the ocean, and biodiversity. Given the planetary emergency 
generated by the global capitalist system, plus the conclusive scientific evidence on this issue, the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has called for a radical transition in the socioeconomic system.  26

Following the Second World War, the United States experienced two decades of rapid expansion and high profits due in 
part to the automobilisation of the entire country (including the building of the interstate highway system and the 
increased demand for steel, glass, and synthetic rubber); the housing boom linked to suburbanisation; access to 
resources and markets in former European colonies; and the rebuilding of Europe and Japan—not to mention two major 
regional wars in Asia.  By the early 1970s, economic stagnation returned as the economic boom provided by these 27

special historical factors ebbed. Monopolistic firms were burdened by overproduction, as corporations had more surplus 
capital than could effectively be absorbed by reinvesting in the existing market. Nevertheless, the consumption of energy 
and resources continued to expand alongside the production of pollution. There was a proliferation of synthetic 
materials, such as ever-expanding varieties of plastics, persistent organic pollutants, and forever chemicals, which do not 
readily breakdown in the environment in a meaningful historical time frame.  28

Worsening ecological conditions contributed to the emergence of the environmental and peace movements in the 1960s 
and ’70s, alongside civil rights mobilisations and gender struggles. Although much of the political establishment did not 
support the demands of these movements, mounting public pressure forced elected officials to pass legislation. This 
included, in the ecological domain, the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts, signed into law by 
President Richard Nixon, and the formation of the Environmental Protection Agency, creating the potential for regulating 
and constraining the operations of capital. Nevertheless, as Sweezy noted, the irrationalism of monopoly capital resided 
at the core of its operations, as the constant expansion of capital continually enlarged the energy and resources that 
were consumed in the productive process, along with the pollution of the environment.  The domination of monopoly 29

capital prevented the enactment of widespread meaningful environmental protection, which was blocked whenever it 
obstructed accumulation. 

In response to the progressive gains made by labour and the new social movements, corporate lawyer Lewis F. Powell 
wrote a confidential memorandum, entitled “Attack on American Free Enterprise System,” that he sent to the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce in August 1971, shortly before being appointed a U.S. Supreme Court justice. He claimed that 
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the “free enterprise system” was under “broad attack” from activists, intellectuals, and media pundits.  Powell argued 30

that efforts to regulate the market were strangling economic growth and innovations. He called on corporate elites and 
conservative politicians to create a countermovement to challenge existing progressive policies, while advancing a 
neoliberal agenda. This included establishing conservative think tanks aimed at proposing policies, lobbying 
Washington, framing public debates, questioning science, and monitoring the media. His blueprint outlined how these 
ultraconservative interests needed to challenge governmental regulation in the courts to overturn existing laws and to 
dismantle social and environmental programs. This political mobilisation was to govern the agenda and machinations of 
the Business Roundtable, the American Enterprise Institute, the Heritage Foundation, and the Cato Institute, whereby a 
“domestic version of Shock and Awe” was established as part of class warfare and domination.  It imposed a new 31

“market fundamentalism,” leading to privatisation of state functions, dismantlement of social welfare provisions, 
financialization, tax cuts, and the erosion of the capacity of the government to enforce environmental protections.  By 32

the end of the twentieth century, Thomas Friedman celebrated the unleashing of globalised free-market capitalism, 
noting the remarkable speed, intensity, and scale of economic growth in the world—ironically largely propelled by 
China.  33

The significance of this reactionary countermovement exemplifying the destruction of reason is evident in the failure of 
the global community to respond adequately to climate change. In June 1988, NASA scientist James Hansen testified to 
Congress that anthropogenic climate change was already occurring, pointing to catastrophic negative socioecological 
consequences if greenhouse gases were not dramatically reduced. In the late 1980s and early ’90s, it was still possible, 
radical journalist Naomi Klein suggests, to address climate change through effective political policies, regulations, social 
changes, and planning within the existing capitalist system.  However, unreason dominated, as the ruling class pursued 34

economic reforms that went in exactly the opposite direction, such as further market deregulation, the globalisation of 
production overseas to take advantage of lower unit labour costs, and the creation of global supply chains—all of which 
dramatically increased energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore, a well-funded denial machine, 
associated with oil and gas companies and other vested interests, produced misinformation casting doubt on climate 
science, generating uncertainty within the public and undermining collective action. Vested interests lobbied Congress 
to prevent effective international agreements and domestic climate policies. Major environmental organisations 
promoted market and technological solutions attributable, in part, to their interlocking directorates with corporations 
and their investments (particularly in the case of conservation organisations, such as the Nature Conservancy) in oil and 
gas companies.  35
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Klein argued that this inaction had culminated in a situation where a radical transformation of the socioeconomic order 
was required to address the climate change crisis. She contended that “the right is right,” as regressive interests correctly 
recognised that a serious attempt to address climate change would require the end of capitalism.  Consequently, the 36

political right in line with the vested interests chose to actively deny both the science and the reality of climate change. 
She noted that social liberals, in contrast, while embracing aspects of climate science and acknowledging the reality of 
climate change, have naively or disingenuously advocated purely technological means as the solution, claiming that this 
could be done within the existing capitalist system. Here, unreason has engendered an endless dance, between the 
conservatives and liberals, preventing social action against the system.  37

Not surprisingly, 2024 and 2025 were among the three hottest years on record. In 2024, the global average temperature 
over the entire twelve months exceeded the pre-industrial level by at least 1.5°C, going beyond the internationally 
agreed upon target of restricting warming to less than this level. Positive feedback loops such as the thawing of 
permafrost and the melting of Arctic sea ice, in conjunction with the ongoing expansion of the burning of fossil fuels, are 
accelerating the accumulation of carbon in the atmosphere, propelling the world more rapidly toward the 2°C tipping 
point.  38

Ecofascism: Exterminism and Ecological Annihilation 
Neoliberalism arose in response to economic stagnation in the 1970s and ’80s to bolster profits through 

financialization, privatisation, attacks on unions, austerity measures, and the state-enforced market relations on behalf of 
capital. This shift increased economic inequality, created greater market instability, and diminished democratic 
institutions, contributing to “neofascist tendencies.”  As ecological problems mounted at the end of the twentieth and 39

beginning of the twenty-first centuries, neoliberal technocratic approaches were promoted, such as carbon trading and 
the financialization of nature, or the turning of ecosystem services into commodities to be exchanged in markets. These 
efforts to address ecological issues within the economic system accomplished nothing and generally worsened the 
planetary crisis.  These failures coincided with over four decades of “neoliberal assault[s] on the ‘democratic 40

infrastructure’ of the United States” where the increasing structural crisis of capital paved the way for the reemergence of 
fascism.  41

As Samir Amin argued, the return of fascism as a structural response to crises and contradictions within monopoly-
finance capital coincided with the further weakening of U.S. domination on the world stage. Fascism seeks to protect 
monopolistic ruling-class interests and to impose imperial hegemony in the global economy, using hypermilitarism, 
police violence, white supremacy, and xenophobia.  Fascism, in general, Sweezy indicated, was the capitalist state in 42

 ↩ Klein, This Changes Everything.36

 ↩ Klein, This Changes Everything; John Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark, “Crossing the River of Fire: The Liberal Attack on Naomi Klein and This Changes Everything,” 37

Monthly Review 66, no. 9 (February 2015): 1–17.
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 ↩ Robert W. McChesney, “Neoliberalism and Neofascism,” Jus Semper, November 2025.41

 ↩ Samir Amin, “The Return of Fascism in Contemporary Capitalism,” Monthly Review 66, no. 4 (September 2014): 1–12; Foster, “Neofascism in the White House”; 42

Foster, Trump in the White House.
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its most reactionary form, “run by and for the dominant elements of monopoly capital.”  It invariably relies on an 43

alliance between the lower-middle class/petty bourgeoisie and the higher echelons of monopoly capital.  44

Ecofascism emerges out of the neofascist state. It involves an outright rejection and eradication of the environment—a 
negation of the world’s ecosystems. It arises on top of the capitalist expropriation of the earth, characterised by numerous 
metabolic rifts and widespread ecological degradation in the quest for endless growth.  In materialist terms, ecofascism 45

is the response of monopoly-finance capital to the asymptotic approach to absolute limits, whereby it treats ecology as a 
realm of struggle for domination and resource control.  Its irrationalism is manifested in a complete disregard for 46

ecological science and the dangers of crossing of the planetary boundaries. As ecosocialist Michael Löwy indicates, a 
“common element” of neofascism “is negationism—the refusal to acknowledge the ecological crisis and climate 
change.”  Given the logic and organisation of monopoly-finance capital, with its imperialistic dynamics, ecofascism in 47

the twenty-first century takes an extreme exterminist form that thrusts the world toward ecological Armageddon.  48

Klein contends that ecofascism has become a distinct type of right-wing ideology, rooted in white supremacy, used to 
blame environmental degradation on immigrants.  She worries that climate breakdown is creating global crises in 49

which violent “end time” fascists are exploiting the general degradation of the environment to pursue their acquisitive 
ends as part of a general authoritarian movement.  This can of course be seen at the national level in the brutal, 50

murderous role of U.S. Immigrant and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

Yet while stormtroopers of this kind are crucial to the rise of fascist regimes, we are concerned here mainly with the 
larger systemic-level effects of ecofascism, tied to the latest phase of monopoly-finance capital and late imperialism, 
which point to ecological annihilation. For instance, the withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Climate 
Agreement and the expansion of fossil fuel extraction, in opposition to global efforts to counter climate change, can be 
described as expressions of “ecological barbarism or ecofascism.”  51

During the George W. Bush administration, the Pentagon commissioned a report about climate change, An Abrupt 
Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for the United States. Peter Schwartz and Doug Randall, the authors of the 
2003 report, emphasised that climate discontinuities due to additional warming presented serious threats to human 
society, including severe droughts, extreme weather events, and food shortages. They predicted that abrupt climate 
change would create social and political instability throughout the world. In these dire circumstances, they contended, 
the United States would need to build a “defensive fortress,” constructing walls to keep immigrants—economic, climate, 
and war refugees—from entering the country. The Pentagon perceived its mission as one of military readiness to maintain 

 ↩ Paul M. Sweezy to Paul A. Baran, October 18, 1952, in Paul A. Baran and Paul M. Sweezy, The Age of Monopoly Capital, eds. Nicholas Baran and John Bellamy 43

Foster (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2017), 86–87; Paul M. Sweezy, The Present as History (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1953).
 ↩ Foster, “The MAGA Ideology and the Trump Regime.”44

 ↩ Foster, Clark, and York, The Ecological Rift.45

 ↩ ↩ Here, we distinguish ecofascism from other conceptions that are rooted in idealist arguments, whereby fascists are seen as articulating pro-environmental 46

relations, such as blood and soil.
 ↩ Michael Löwy, “The Far Right as a Global Phenomenon,” Amandla!, March 16, 2026, amandla.org.za.47

 ↩ John Bellamy Foster, “‘Notes on Exterminism’ for the Twenty-First Century Ecology and Peace Movements,” Jus Semper, June 2022; E. P. Thompson, Beyond the 48

Cold War (New York: Pantheon Books, 1982); Daniel Auerbach and Brett Clark, “Monopoly Capital, Militarism, and Environmental Degradation,” Denver Law Review 
101, no. 4 (2024): 793–816.

 ↩ Naomi Klein, “Only a Green New Deal Can Douse the Fires of Ecofascism,” Intercept, September 16, 2019.49

 ↩ Naomi Klein and Astra Taylor, “The Rise of End Times Fascism,” Guardian, April 13, 2025; Sam Moore and Alex Roberts, “The Threat of Ecofascism,” The Ecologist, 50

June 25, 2021; Raquel Dominguez et al., “Eco-Fascism: A Tangible and Present Danger,” Earthwords, October 28, 2022.
 ↩ John Bellamy Foster, “On Fire This Time,” Monthly Review 71, no. 6 (November 2019): 1–17.51
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control of oil and other valuable resources for U.S. commodity production.  Here, the formation of Fortress America as 52

a response to climate change was to be achieved by securing the borders, acquiring desired resources through imperial 
reach, and writing off the needs of the rest of the world as ecological collapse deepened. 

In 2021 and 2022, the IPCC, representing the world scientific consensus, warned that global warming was resulting in 
the proliferation of extreme weather events, such as megastorms, heatwaves, drought, wildfires, heavy precipitation, and 
flooding; bleaching of coral reefs and destruction of kelp forests; intensification of biodiversity loss; increases in the 
spread of food- and water-borne diseases; and declining human health due to climate-related respiratory and 
cardiovascular distress.  During the preparation of the “Summary for Policymakers” of Working Group III in the IPCC’s 53

AR6 report on “Mitigation,” global leaders and lobbyists from nation-states around the world betrayed the public and 
science by rewriting these documents to eliminate the agreed-upon scientific conclusions that stressed (1) closing all 
coal-fired plants; (2) radical transformation of the economic system; (3) implementation of low-energy solutions; (4) 
adoption of accelerated climate mitigation plans; (5) support of social movements calling for a just transition; (6) placing 
responsibility for the majority of carbon emissions on the wealthiest people in the world; and (7) recognition that the 
emissions from the Global South were primarily linked to export industries that served the Global North.  Upon the 54

release of the summary report, UN Secretary General António Guterres declared that global leaders had failed to 
respond to the urgency of climate change with a series of “broken climate promises” and “empty pledges” that had put 
us “on track towards an unliveable world.”  55

In the United States, successive Democrat and Republican administrations went out of their way to sabotage the Juliana 
vs. the United States lawsuit. This suit was initiated in 2015 by twenty-one youth plaintiffs, represented by Our Children’s 
Trust, and was finally brought to a close by the U.S. Supreme Court denial of a petition of certiorari in March 2025. It 
asserted that Washington had knowingly violated the public trust regarding climate change by allowing vested interests 
such as fossil fuel companies to undermine the lives and survival of people in the present and future. Each administration 
(from Obama to the second Trump administration) attempted to kill this public trust suit, ultimately succeeding.  The 56

Inflation Reduction Act, created by the Joe Biden administration and passed by Congress in August 2022, refrained from 
setting any emission targets, supported carbon capture and sequestration technologies (despite the IPCC calling into 
question the effectiveness of such approaches), and continued to promote the expansion of the fossil fuel industry.  57

The ruling capitalist powers took over the United Nations climate talks, as the COP28 (2023) and COP29 (2024) 
meetings were presided over by oil executives. With the return of Trump to the White House in 2025, these irrationalities 
have proliferated. The previous climate goal of energy transition, moving from fossil fuel to alternative energies, with the 
object of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2025, has been scuttled by vested interests. Following the COP29 
meeting, the largest U.S. banks ended their participation in the Net-Zero Banking Alliance. It is now proposed that the 

 ↩ John Bellamy Foster, Robert W. McChesney, and Harry Magdoff, “The Pentagon and Climate Change,” Monthly Review 56, no. 1 (May 2004): 1–13.52

 ↩ IPCC, Climate Change 2021—The Physical Science Basis: Working Group I Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 53

Climate Change; IPCC, Climate Change 2022—Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability: Working Group II Contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

 ↩ Peter Schwartz and Doug Randall, An Abrupt Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for United States National Security (Pasadena: California Institute of 54

Technology Jet Propulsion Laboratory, October 2003); John Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark, “Socialism and Ecological Survival,” Jus Semper, August 2022.. See link to 
suppressed report in “Notes from the Editors of Monthly Review, Leaked IPCC Reports, Jus Semper, January 2022.

 ↩ “Notes from the Editors of Monthly Review, Leaked IPCC Reports, Jus Semper, January 2022.55

 ↩ “Juliana v. United States,” news release, Our Children’s Trust, March 25, 2025, ourchildrenstrust.org/juliana-v-us; Foster and Clark, “Socialism and Ecological 56

Survival.”
 ↩ “Notes from the Editors,” Monthly Review 74 no. 6 (November 2022).57

TJSGA/Essay/SD (E0283) September 2026/B.Clark-J.B.Foster                                                      9

https://jussemper.org/Resources/Economic%20Data/Resources/MREditors-Leaked-IPCCReports.pdf
https://doi.org/10.14452/MR-074-06-2022-10_0
https://doi.org/10.14452/MR-056-01-2004-05_1
https://jussemper.org/Resources/Economic%20Data/Resources/JBFosterBClark-SocioEcologicalSurvival.pages.pdf
https://jussemper.org/Resources/Economic%20Data/Resources/MREditors-Leaked-IPCCReports.pdf


 

world needs to embrace energy coexistence, whereby alternative energies simply complement the use of fossil fuels, 
which are to be expanded in full. In Europe, climate change mitigation since the onset of the Ukraine War has taken 
second place to military spending, with the attendant increase in fossil fuel demands. Hence, the energy transition has 
now been declared over by the dominant interests in the West, though it remains alive in China.  58

The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence (AI) has greatly increased energy demands, contributing to a nuclear 
renaissance. A combination of fossil fuels, nuclear energy, and solar are expected to power the new gargantuan data 
centers, leading to a vast expansion of the energy consumption of nations. It is estimated that AI energy consumption 
will soon be equivalent to the energy consumption of Japan. Google alone is expecting to increase its energy 
consumption by 48 percent in the next five years due to its gargantuan investments in data centers.  The U.S. 59

Department of Energy has ordered the restarting on supposed national security grounds of five coal plants that were 
retired or out of service to feed AI’s energy demands.  On each front, a contempt for nature and humanity is present, as 60

the largest sectors of monopoly-finance capital, especially the high-tech “hyperscalers” with their expanding data 
centers, disregard the planetary emergency for the sake of unlimited accumulation. 

In 2025, the Trump administration set up the Climate Working Group, a secret coterie comprised of five scientists who 
were all climate change denialists/skeptics with various links to oil companies, right-wing think tanks, and billionaires 
such as Charles Koch. This group prepared the report, A Critical Review of Impacts of Greenhouse Gas Emissions on the 
U.S. Climate, in July 2025, with the sole purpose of overturning the 2009 Endangerment Finding of the Clean Air Act, 
which is the basis of all federal climate legislation. The administration used the Climate Working Group report, which 
was found to be full of inaccuracies, distortions, and wild, unsubstantiated claims counter to the world scientific 
consensus on climate change, to rescind the Endangerment Finding in February 2026—a decision that is now being 
challenged in the courts.  61

The Trump administration has ordered a review of all U.S. marine protected areas safeguarding marine species from 
overfishing and other extractive operations. Trump’s Make America Great Again (MAGA) administration has announced 
the opening of the Pacific Islands Heritage Monument and the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts, both established 
marine protected areas, to commercial industrial fishing operations. Fish populations in both areas had shown signs of 
recovering due to the protections put in place. In “unleashing American commercial fishing,” the administration has 
irrationally declared that fish populations will thrive, in direct conflict with findings of marine scientists and the history 
of capitalist fishing practices, thereby threatening the 1,000-plus U.S. marine protected areas.  62

 ↩ “Notes from the Editors,” Monthly Review 76, no. 10 (March 2025).58

 ↩ “Notes from the Editors,” Monthly Review 76, no. 10 (March 2025); John Bellamy Foster, “Monopoly-Finance Capital and the Fetishism of AI,” Jus Semper, August 59

2026; Richard N. Haass and Carolyn Kissane, “The Energy Transition That Couldn’t,” Project Syndicate, December 17, 2024; David Hollerith, “JP Morgan Completes 
Wall Street Retreat from Key Climate Alliance,” Yahoo Finance, January 7, 2025; Kate Crawford, “Long Now Talks: Mapping Empires,” recorded November 12, 2025; 
Peter Landers, “Artificial Intelligence’s ‘Insatiable’ Energy Needs Not Sustainable, Arm CEO Says,” Wall Street Journal, April 9, 2024.

 ↩ “Notes from the Editors,” Monthly Review Rescinding the Endangerment Finding of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Jus Semper, July 2026.60

 ↩ “Notes from the Editors,” Monthly Review Rescinding the Endangerment Finding of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Jus Semper, July 2026.61

 ↩ Villy Christensen et al., “A Century of Fish Biomass Decline in the Ocean,” Marine Ecology Progress Series 512 (2014): 155–66; Daniel Pauly, Vanishing Fish 62

(Vancouver: Greystone Books, 2019); Rebecca Clausen and Richard York, “Economic Growth and Marine Biodiversity: Influence of Human Social Structure on Decline 
of Marine Trophic Levels,” Conservation Biology 22, no. 2 (2012): 458–66; Callum Roberts, The Ocean of Life (New York: Penguin, 2012); Stefano B. Longo, 
“Mediterranean Rift: Socio-Ecological Transformations in the Sicilian Bluefin Tuna Fishery,” Critical Sociology 38, no. 3 (2012): 417–36; Stefano B. Longo, Rebecca 
Clausen, and Brett Clark, The Tragedy of the Commodity (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2015); Donald Trump, “Unleashing American Commercial Fishing 
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February 10, 2026.
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A similar process is occurring in relation to public lands, with Trump and his acolytes declaring that these public trusts 
have been mismanaged for decades because regulatory overreach has prevented economic development and restricted 
hunting. To correct this supposed problem, the administration is working to eliminate restrictions, such as those 
preventing all-terrain vehicles from access to sensitive ecological areas, while expanding hunting opportunities, 
increasing logging operations, and selling public lands—all under a “conservation” guise, using the slogan “Make 
America Beautiful Again.”  63

Within the federal courts, there are mounting cases associated with climate change. Trump’s MAGA administration has 
removed a peer-reviewed chapter on climate change from the “Reference Manual on Scientific Evidence,” which judges 
use as a guide on science and previous laws. Its removal restricts information and the scientific basis for legal decisions. 
The administration has also given waivers to over a hundred industrial facilities, allowing them to increase the amount of 
pollution that they release into the environment, while reducing the monitoring of these facilities.  64

Washington is expanding its ecological imperialist pursuits, for example, seeking control of Greenland, rich in rare 
earths and other critical minerals.  In January 2026, it carried out the military abduction of Venezuelan President 65

Nicolás Maduro to secure control of Venezuela’s oil reserves—the largest in the world. This has allowed Washington to 
cut Cuba off from oil supplies, with no shipments of oil to the island between January 9, 2026 and the arrival of a 
Russian oil tanker, providing temporary relief, on March 31, 2026. Since Venezuelan oil was being sold mainly to China, 
U.S. control of Venezuelan oil was seen by the White House as giving it more leverage on Beijing. These operations are 
being carried out by the U.S. military, the largest single institutional consumer of fossil fuels in the world. The U.S. war 
machine, with its unrivalled means of destruction, is being employed today, together with Israel’s lethal military, in a war 
of aggression on Iran, striking thousands of sites and killing and injuring thousands of civilians. This has involved 
bombing oil storage and processing plants, resulting in a widespread ecological disaster as “choking-levels of smoke and 
black raindrops full of toxic oil” fall down on Tehran, home to over nine million people.  Nuclear energy facilities have 66

also been bombed. The war on Iran is aimed at imposing control over oil resources and is part of a larger geopolitical 
move against China. 

Ecofascism is accelerating ecological annihilation, pushing society well past the tipping points associated with the 
planetary boundaries. All of this is linked to “drill baby drill” policies; military interventions to establish control over 
resources; promotion of energy-hungry AI data centers; attacks on climate legislation; deregulation of environmental 
policies; and racist anti-immigrant actions. The alliance of the fossil fuel industry, the high-tech sector, monopoly 
finance, and the military-industrial complex is aimed at enlarging their profits and the amassing of financial assets. It is 
leading to an accumulation of catastrophe accompanying the accumulation of capital.  Mészáros warned that the 67

descending period of monopoly capital was the deadliest phase of imperialism, as the structural crisis propelled capital 
into more authoritarian and gangster-like directions, advancing planetary exterminism.  Under the deeply irrational 68

 ↩ Alexander Nazaryan, “Enter MABA,” Sierra, July 25, 2025.63

 ↩ Liza Gross, “Scientists, Engineers, and Legal Experts Condemn Partisan Attack on Scientific Reference Manual for Judges,” Inside Climate News, March 3, 2026.64

 ↩ Joshua Frank, “Donald Trump’s Version of Eco-Colonialism,” Foreign Policy in Focus, February 20, 2025.65

 ↩ Jon Queally, “‘Intentional Chemical Warfare’: Toxic Black Rain in Tehran after U.S.-Israel Bomb Oil Facilities,” March 3, 2026, Countercurrents, 66

countercurrents.org.
 ↩ John Bellamy Foster, “Capitalism and the Accumulation of Catastrophe,” Monthly Review 63, no. 7 (December 2011): 1–17.67

 ↩ Mészáros, Socialism or Barbarism; István Mészáros, Beyond Capital (New York: Merlin Press, 1995).68
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conditions of the capitalist system, Karl Marx remarked, “Time is everything, man is nothing; he is at the most, time’s 
carcase. Quality no longer matters. Quantity alone decides everything.”  69

Eco-Marxism: Science, Revolutionary Action, and the Environmental Proletariat 
In the twenty-first century, monopoly-finance capital has forced upon us the question of survival. This is not merely 
about preserving human life and livelihood, but also about the survival of innumerable humans and other species. Eco-
Marxism has long built on the historical, materialist, and dialectical analysis of Marx, which in many ways anticipated 
modern ecological science.  This approach has offered a rich analysis of how things came to be as they are, why they 70

are not different, and how the world can be changed, as Richard Lewontin and Richard Levins proposed.  It has 71

provided critical insights regarding the historical development of capitalism, through its distinct phases, culminating in 
the rise of neofascism.  It has yielded a materialist conception of evolutionary and ecosystem processes, with which 72

humanity must constantly interact as part of reproducing itself. This approach has documented the numerous metabolic 
rifts, culminating in a planetary rift, which is only hastened with the rise of ecofascism. Within this materialist analysis is 
also an understanding of the historical necessity for a revolutionary change in production aimed at establishing a 
sustainable social metabolism, one that does not catastrophically disrupt the universal metabolism of nature, but ensures 
metabolic restoration, reproducing the conditions that support life.  73

Lukács argued that Marxism, rooted in the materialist and dialectic tradition, was the “adversary of the destruction 
of reason.” This approach was crucial to confront “the flag of irrationalism” unfurled by fascists.  He proposed 74

that the broad international peace movement against nuclear bombs was essential to restoring and protecting 
reason. It helped establish a foundation for survival against the desires of “monopoly capitalists and militarists.”  75

He also insisted upon the importance of socialist movements in advancing reason and the possibility of 
establishing substantive equality within society, free from exploitation and expropriation. Today, this is represented 
by the nascent revolutionary struggle of the emerging environmental proletariat, which includes most of humanity, 
such as workers, unwaged labourers, peasants, Indigenous peoples, and all those subject to the destruction of the 
material environment. This all-encompassing conception of the proletariat—no longer conceived simply in 
economic terms but in relation to a broader materialism—embraces Marx and Frederick Engels’s notion of the 

 ↩ Karl Marx, The Poverty of Philosophy (New York: International Publishers, 1971), 54.69

 ↩ John Bellamy Foster, Marx’s Ecology (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2000); Foster, The Return of Nature; Paul Burkett, Marx and Nature (New York: St. Martin’s 70

Press, 1999); Paul Burkett, Marxism and Ecological Economics (Boston: Brill, 2006).
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 ↩ Foster, Marx’s Ecology; John Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark, The Robbery of Nature (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2020); John Bellamy Foster, “Marx and the 73

Rift in the Universal Metabolism of Nature,” Monthly Review 65, no. 7 (December 2013): 1–19; Longo, Clausen, and Clark, The Tragedy of the Commodity; Clive 
Hamilton and Jacques Grinevald, “Was the Anthropocene Anticipated?,” Anthropocene Review 2, no. 1 (2015): 59–72; Brett Clark, John Bellamy Foster, and Daniel 
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proletariat as “the focal point of all inhuman conditions in contemporary society.”  Here, we can find, as Lukács 76

proposed, a potential for mobilization that involves a “mass rising against the madness of imperialist unreason. 
Fighting in reason’s name, the masses have proclaimed their rights on the streets, their right to a share in 
determining our destiny. No longer will they forgo this right, [namely] the use of reason on their own behalf and 
on behalf of mankind, the right to live in a rationally guided world and not amid the chaotic madness of war” 
under the rule of rabid neofascists who threaten worldwide exterminism.  It is time, as Adrienne Rich wrote, “to 77

reconstitute the world.”  78
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