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Delusions of Green 
Capitalism — (Álvaro 
J. de Regil) — Why 
Endless Consumption 
of Our Finite Planet 
Will Take Us to Our 
Cliff of Doom …and 
How We Can Prevent.  
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L i t h i u m a n d t h e 
Contradictions in the 
Energy Transition that 
Devastate the Global 
South In Favour of the 
Global North (Nubia 
B a r r e ra S i l va ) — 
C o n t e x t s a n d 
contradictions of the 
l i t h i u m i o n f r o m 
Argentina, Chile and 
Bolivia to the Global 

North. Page 3 

Leaked IPCC Reports 
( T h e E d i t o r s o f 
M o n t h l y R e v i e w ) 
(Required reading to 
become aware that it 
i s u p t o u s , t h e 
c i t i zen ry, to save 
ourselves by taking 
e c o - r e vo l u t i o n a r y 
action, as those in 
power will lead us to 
the final precipice). 
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Epidemic Response —
T h e L e g a c y o f 
Colonialism  (Jennifer 
Dohrn and Eleanor 
Stein) The COVID-19 
pandemic is at its root 
a crisis of globalisa-
tion, a crisis of racial 
capitalism, a crisis of 
colonialism, a crisis of 
the social organisation 
of our public health 
system. Page 4 

C O V I D - 1 9 a n d 
Marketocracy  (Álvaro 
J . d e R e g i l ) 
C o n f r o n t i n g t h e 
p a n d e m i c i n t h e 
context of the market’s 
supremacy over the 
welfare of people and 
planet. Page 4 

Climate Change and 
Migration: Myths and 
Rea l i t i e s (Caro l ine 
Z i ckgra f ) Cl ima te 
change is a threat 
multiplier; it cannot be 
isolated from social, 
political, economic, 
environmental and 
d e m o g r a p h i c 
migration drivers. 
Page 4 

Manipulations of Freedom (Sumona Gupta) P. 
4 

The Fourth Industrial Revolution, the Great 
Reset and the End of Life as We Know it 
(Álvaro J. de Regil) P. 5 
Educating for the Future We Want (Stephen 
Sterling) P. 6 

The Capitalinian — The First Geological Age of 
the Anthropocene (John Bellamy Foster and 
Brett Clark) P. 7  

Show COP26 and Ecology (Alejandro 
Teitelbaum) P. 7  

Notes on Ukraine (The Editors of Monthly 
Review) P. 7 

Not a Nation of Immigrants (Roxanne Dumbar-
Ortiz) P. 8 

The Covid-19 Pandemic: "Their Contradictions 
and Ours" (Alain Bihr) P. 8 

Human Rights in the Age of Artificial 
Intelligence (Access Now) P. 8 

1862 Preface to Agricultural Chemistry (Justus 
Von Liebig) P. 9  

Welfare Systems Without Economic Growth: A 
review of the challenges and next steps for the 
field (Christ ine Corlet Walker, Angela 
Druckman, Tim Jackson) P. 9 

Buen Vivir: A Concept on the Rise in Europe? 
( Gustavo Hernández and Henkjan Laats) P. 10  

Identifying a Safe and Just Corridor for People 
and the Planet ( Johan Rockström, Joyeeta 
Gupta, Timothy M. Lenton, Dahe Qin, Steven J. 
Lade ET AL) P. 10 

Against Doomsday Scenarios: What Is to Be 
Done Now? (John Bellamy Foster, John 
Molyneux and Owen McCormack) P. 10 

The Energy-Extractives Nexus and the Just 
Transition (Nicholas Bainton, Deanna Kemp, 
Eleonore Lèbre, John R. Owen, Greg Marston) 
P. 10 

Fertilisers: on the verge of a major food crisis? 
(Antonio Turiel and Juan Bordera) P. 11 

The Planetary Rift …an interview (John  
Bellamy Foster y Haris Golemis) P. 11 
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The Metabolic Rift of John Bellamy Foster 
(William Sacher)  P. 11 

Confronting Inequality in the “New Normal”: 
Hyper-capitalism, Proto-socialism, and Post-
pandemic Recovery (Tim Jackson and Peter A. 
Victor) P. 12  

The Paris Commune — Marx, Mao, Tomorrow 
(Alain Badiou) P. 12  

Green Populism? – Action and Mortality in the 
Anthropocene(Will Davies) P. 12 

THE DECEPTIVE DELUSIONS OF GREEN 
CAPITALISM —  Álvaro J. de Regil – Why 
Endless Consumption of Our Finite Planet 
Will Take Us to Our Cliff of Doom …and 
How We Can Prevent 

Pundits and apologists of “green capitalism”, 
an oxymoron, are working strenuously to 
deceive people. They want people to think that 
technology will solve all the problems 
associated with climate change and the 
planetary rift created by the Anthropocene 
geological epoch. With the full and enthusiastic 
cooperation of governments around the world, 
all underlying social structures such as 
educational systems, mass media, government 
public messaging, advertising, corporate public 
relations and many NGOs are conveying the 
narrative that the technological prowess of 
twentieth-first century capitalism will solve all 
the problems of the increasingly catastrophic 
planetary events. In this way, the messaging 
continues to  be  business  as usual.   People are 

The Ideology of Late Imperialism — The Return 
of the Geopolitics of the Second International 
(Zhun Xu) P. 13 

Democratic Reform, Intergenerational Justice 
and the Challenges of the Long-Term (Simon 
Caney) P. 13 

The Capture of Democracy to Impose 
Marketocracy —Why Democracy is a Hoax 
(Álvaro J. de Regil) P. 14 

led to presume that capitalism and its inherent 
and unsustainable consumer society will 
continue by making capitalism more efficient, 
more ecologically and socially responsible and 
sustainable as if it were already ecologically 
and socially sustainable to some extent. We just 
need to transition to new energy sources and 
b e c o m e m o r e e f fi c i e n t i n r e s o u r c e 
consumption. Nonetheless, science has 
demonstrated that a safe and just transition to 
make the planet sustainable for the future 
generations of humans and non-humans, 
without transgressing the nine planetary 
boundaries, will require a radical structural and 
tectonic change to downscale our consumption 
of resources drastically. This inevitably requires 
the replacement of capitalism with a new eco-
humanistic paradigm for the well-being of 
people and the planet and not the market. 
However, given that governments are utterly 
committed to preserving capitalism, only a 
global eco-social movement of conscientious 
and concerned individuals can organise to 
peacefully and democratically save our home, 
Planet Earth. 

Download the full document here!  
 

LITHIUM AND THE CONTRADICTIONS 
IN THE ENERGY TRANSITION THAT 
DEVASTATE THE GLOBAL SOUTH IN 
FAVOUR OF THE GLOBAL NORTH – 
Nubia Barrera Silva 

Contexts and contradictions of the lithium-ion 
from Argentina, Chile and Bolivia to the Global 

North. 

The energy transition led by the European 
Union (EU) is condensed in the European Green 
Pact (EGP) from the continental strategy of 
becoming the global market leader in green 
growth. This is happening at the same time as 
US imperialism is competing with the rise of 
Chinese supremacy. From the geopolitical 
sphere, the extraction of lithium has intensified 
in the countries of Argentina, Chile and Bolivia, 
ignoring the finite capacity of the mineral and 
the water used in its extraction from the natural 

“No Good Choices Left”: Our Dilemma Under 
a White Sky —Techno-fixes won’t circumvent 
the need to change our lifestyles …an 
interview ( Elizabeth Kolbert – Olaf Bruns) P. 14 

From Profit Taking to Life Making: Quality 
Care for People and Planet …an interview 
(Sara Farris) P. 15 

A Final Thought ……………………… P. 15 

  

reservoirs of the basin of the so-called "Lithium 
Triangle" (LT) in South America. 

The literature on artificial needs consumption is 
lavish in praising lithium's chemical qualities: 
lightweight and a low fusion point. It has 
multiple uses and by-products, and in less than 
five years, world demand will exceed the 
reserves in natural deposits. Lithium is being 
hoarded - mainly - by the electric car industry 
within the framework of the global energy 
economy or green capitalism. Lithium also 
represents the most efficient reservoir in the 
renewable generation of wind, solar, hydro and 
tidal electricity in the energy mix, under the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) guidelines, 
the World Bank (WB) and multilateral 
development agencies. 

We know that transnational corporations have a 
proven track record of deception, delays and 
denials, and a financial interest in continuing to 
pollute at any cost for the people or the planet. 
To this end, the World Bank creates the strategy 
of green capitalism within the framework of 
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wealth concentration and the opening of 
markets for emission rights and other so-called 
green and clean offsets with environmental and 
sustainable rhetoric. Similarly, underneath the 
energy transition lie ambiguous expressions: 
sustainable capitalism, sustainable agriculture, 
sustainable use of energy and resources, among 
others. Thus, as capital reproduces itself, 
consumption intensifies, emissions increase and 
the global North's energy transition is proposed. 
Hence, the green economy hoax, an essential 
component of the policy of the European Green 
Pact (EGP) policy, emerges. Ulrich Brand 
reviews the two traps of green capitalism: In the 
first, it shifts the responsibility to humans as the 
main carbon emitters. In the second, 
euphemisms under the label of the energy mix 
prevail, with fossil energy in the first place, its 
false promises and arguments on emissions 
reduction. Just 100 corporations are responsible 
for 70 per cent of historical emissions. This 
includes the fossil fuel industry - a leading 
member - agribusiness, logging, aviation, 
technology and the financial bodies that 
support them. 

By 2050, if the global rulers and leaders of 
corporations and their financiers have not taken 
concrete actions towards implementing policies 
of economic degrowth, there will be no 
physical or digital army to stop the fury of 
migration towards the predatory countries of the 
North, dedicated to the plunder of wealth in 
more than two centuries of history in the Global 
South. Any system change is violent, as capital 
is sustained by dispossession of biophysical and 
material goods, unlimited profits, war and other 
forms of violence. In this war, nature's fury is 
already emerging as a new force with totally 
unprecedented events. And here we have the 
difference with already-known confrontations 
and disputes. However, we must recognise a 
fact inherent to human nature that could make 
a difference: its enormous capacity to remake 
itself with unusual reinventions. 

Download the full document here!  
 

LEAKED IPCC REPORTS— The Editors of 
Monthly Review 

On August 9, 2021, the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published 
Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science 
Basis. This was Part I of its Sixth Assessment 
Report. 
 
It is a sign of just how serious matters have 
become—with the UN COP26 talks on climate 
in Glasgow this November now regarded by 
many as a last-ditch effort to achieve a global 
solution on behalf of humanity as a whole—that 
the early draft versions of both Part II and Part III 
reports were leaked during the summer. In late 
June, Part II of AR6 was leaked to the French 
news agency Agence-France Presse (AFP), 
which then proceeded to publish an article 

based on the leaked report (“Crushing Climate 
Impacts to Hit Sooner than Feared,” June 23, 
2021).  

 

Days before the publication of Part I, the key 
s ec t i on o f Pa r t I I I , a “Summary fo r 
Policymakers,” was leaked by scientists 
associated with Scientist Rebellion and 
Extinction Rebellion Spain. An article 
announcing the leak, entitled “IPCC Sees 
Degrowth as Key to Mitigating Climate 
Change,” was published on August 7 by 
journalist Juan Bordera and ecologist Fernando 
Prieto in the Spanish online magazine Contexto 
y Acción (CTXT). The leaked “Summary for 
Policymakers” for Part III was the draft 
document accepted by Working Group III, 
before the various participating governments—
which in the IPCC formal adoption process are 
able to make changes to the “Summary for 
Policymakers” prior to its publication—could 
excise key elements of the report and water it 
down.  
 
Near the end of August, there was a second leak 
from Part III of the Sixth Assessment Report 
emanating from the same sources—this time of 
Chapter One of the third report. This leak was 
announced in an article by Bordera, Prieto, and 
three others published in CTXT, entitled 
“Leaked Report of the IPCC Warns that the 
Growth Model of Capitalism Is Unsustainable” 
(MR Online, 23 August 2021).  
 
As the report indicates at one point, referring to 
the analysis of Malm and others: “The character 
of social and economic development produced 
by the nature of capitalist society” is viewed by 
many political-economic critics “as ultimately 
unsustainable.” Indeed, a close, critical reading 
of the leaked Chapter One leaves little doubt 
that radical system change is now the only 

remaining path to a sustainable future for 
humanity. As UN secretary-general António 
G u t e r r e s e x c l a i m e d i n a s t a t e m e n t 
accompanying the release of the new IPCC 
report, this is “a code red for humanity.” There 
is simply no hope for the world unless people 
everywhere are determined to surmount the 
main barrier to human survival: the barrier of 
capital itself. 

Download the full document here! 
 

EPIDEMIC RESPONSE —THE LEGACY OF 
COLONIALISM — Jennifer Dohrn and 
Eleanor Stein 

As we head into year two of the coronavirus 
pandemic, we ourselves are haunted by the 
spectre of the social dimension of what looks 
on and media—like a medical or health crisis. 
In reality, it is only a medical crisis on one 
level. The COVID-19 pandemic is at its root a 
crisis of globalisation, a crisis of racial 
capitalism, a crisis of colonialism, a crisis of the 
social organisation of our public health system. 
It is a crisis of treatment and care versus 
demonisation and wall building. And it is the 
latest pandemic in a long line of modern ones—
from SARS to swine flu to HIV to Ebola—a 
predictable and predicted outcome, not the 
mysterious unforeseeable lightning strike as it is 
often portrayed. The United States has reaped 
the results of market fundamentalism and the 
neoliberal wars on government and public 
space, when hospitals in the richest cities in the 
world proved incapable of treating the tidal 
waves of COVID-19 sufferers or even handling 
the dead with dignity. No one living through 
COVID-19 in the United States can be unaware 
of the social construct of its toll: infections and 
deaths among populations of colour nearly 
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double that of white people. Indigenous people 
account for more than double (2.3 times) the 
number of deaths. Whites in the United States 
have two to three times the vaccination rates of 
people of colour, and still have far greater 
access to vaccines. Of those who have been 
vaccinated so far, two-thirds are white and only 
2 per cent are Black people. 

Download the full document here! 
 

COVID-19 AND MARKETOCRACY — 
Álvaro J. de Regil 

Confronting the pandemic in the context of the 
market’s supremacy over the welfare of people 

and planet. 

An innate feature of capitalism has been the 
endless pursuit of an ethos with the least 
possible intervention of the state in its 
unrelenting quest for the reproduction and 
accumulation of capital, at the expense of all 
other participants in the economic activity 
prominently including the planet. Capitalism 
always demands to be in the driver's seat of the 
economy. 

This paper covers in detail the emergence of the 
pandemic. The current pandemic and climate 
change are the direct results of the damage that 
humanity continues to inflict on the ecosystems 
of our home, Mother Earth because we are 
literally depredating the Earth's resources. This 
has placed our planet, by the vast majority of 
scientists, into the new geological era of the 
Anthropocene. Our epoch has put the planet on 
the brink of crossing a tipping point with 
dramatic transformations that can become 
cataclysmic and that threaten the future of all 
living things. 

This work assesses the criteria that governments 
around the world have applied to manage 
COVID-19 infections, the development of 
vaccinations and the programs for vaccinating 
the population, always in the context of a 
market-driven paradigm, where shareholder 
value of global corporations supersedes the 
protection and welfare of the Demos (the 
citizenry). It also covers the many questions that 
scientific communities across the world have 
raised on the criteria applied on the diagnosis 
and treatment of the illness and vaccine 
development, as well as the systematic 
repudiation and ostracism that governments are 
applying to questions coming not from so-
called conspiracy theorists but from medical 
scientists specialised in a diversity of fields that 
directly deal with epidemiological events. 

There is currently a global debate on the need 
to ask the citizenry to get a third dose of a 
vaccine as a booster shot, given the steep 
increase in contagions and hospitalisations 
caused by the Delta mutation SARS-CoV-2. 
While the U.S. government and rich countries 
are pushing for a third dose, many in the 
medical practice feel the best strategy is to put 
more pressure on people to get vaccinated in 
the U.S. and everywhere, and, to accomplish 
this, to support poor countries with massive 
supplies of vaccines instead of giving a third 
dose to those who have been vaccinated. This, 
coupled with the systematic use of masks and 
restrictions for circulation, work, travel, and 
daily activities against those who reject 
vaccinations, appears to be the most sensible 
and effective strategy to defeat the virus and all 
its mutations. 

Lastly, given the fluid state of the pandemic, this 
excerpt updates the latest VAERS data available 
for adverse reactions, two recent vaccine 
adverse reactions recently identified for the 
mRNA vaccines and the Janssen vaccine, as 
well as a new vaccine (Coronavax), developed 
using traditional methods, that is currently in its 
process of approval, again in a market-driven 
context. 

Download the full document here! 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND MIGRATION: 
MYTHS AND REALITIES — Caroline 
Zickgraf 

Awareness has grown of the intimate link 
between climate change and migration in past 
years but it remains a complex and contentious 
issue. In a debate fanned by the media and 
populist politicians, University of Liège 
researcher Caroline Zickgraf separates myth 
from reality. Explaining how our changing 
environment is making people move, she calls 
for evidence-based preparation rather than fear-
based reactions and crisis responses. As climate 
change escalates, such understanding is a first 
step on the way to a much-needed political 
response.  

The global impacts of climate change threaten 
to reshape the world in a dramatic fashion. 
From sea-level rise, coastal erosion, land 
degradation, droughts, floods, and temperature 
increase to intensifying and more frequent 
storms, any number of detrimental impacts 
caused by a rapid ly warming p lanet 
fundamentally changes how and where we live. 
Sudden-onset events and slow-onset processes 
combine to damage and destroy homes and 
assets, decrease crop productivity and 
biodiversity, forcing people from their lands and 
livelihoods. While some people are forced to 
flee in a rapid fashion, others move 
preemptively or in response to the gradual 
changes that make living – and earning – in situ 
ever more difficult, forming a complex 
spectrum of human mobility related to climate 
change. 

This article intentionally takes a rather wide 
view of this spectrum, in order to tackle some of 
the most common questions about how 
migration and climate change collide – and 
what should be done about it. 

Download the full document here! 

 

MANIPULATIONS OF FREEDOM — 
Sumona Gupta 

The gig economy has grown rapidly over the 
past decade and is nearly ubiquitous. It is 
broadly defined as work on app-based 
platforms wherein workers set their own hours 
and complete individual jobs at will. This 
includes some professional services and clerical 
work, but is mostly comprised of driving and 
food delivery services. 
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Some of these companies are behemoths, 
especially Uber. It alone claims to have 91 
million active customers and 3.9 million drivers 
across the world. And although the company’s 
revenue is soaring, the company’s losses are 
also staggering. Upon its initial public offering 
in 2019, it was revealed that it lost $2.2 billion 
in 2018 and $1.8 billion in 2019. While this 
would normally hinder valuation and scare off 
investors, Uber’s initial public offering remained 
the largest in 2019. 

The reason for this lies in the company’s initial 
public offering prospectus. Uber envisioned a 
future in which it has dominated the delivery 
and driver space, expanding into trucking and 
shipping as well. It hoped to be the replacement 
for a crumbling public transport infrastructure, 
building its own private infrastructure of cars, 
scooters, and bikes. This would require some 
initial losses, of course. It would require 
undercutting their competitors and lowering 
fares to take full control of their desired 
markets. But the company planned to go 
further, investing over $1 billion in driverless 
car technology. Ridding themselves of their 
drivers, their main workforce, was the key to 
future profitability, they believed. 

Uber ended up scrapping most of these plans in 
late 2020 because driverless car technology is 
still not viable for widespread use and these 
ventures did not look promising. However, they 
retain the foundational ideas behind the 
prospectus: that the company should attempt to 
unburden itself of its responsibilities to workers 
to keep afloat and gain dominance. 

This is key to understanding the gig economy. 
Its flexibility is a double-edged sword for its 
workers. Though flexibility allows workers the 
convenience of choosing their hours, it also 
offers their employers the chance to disown 

them, to treat them as independent and 
undeserving of minimum benefits. After all, 
workers are a means to an end for large gig 
companies like Uber—monopolisation. 

In this light, it is revealed that the gig economy 
is merely a new slick of paint on an old 
phenomenon. I t i s one o f the many 
manifestations of precarious labour, otherwise 
known as casualisation or flexibilisation. In the 
Global South precarious work is widespread, 
particularly among migrant workers, seasonal 
workers, and women. In recent decades, the 
United States and European Union have also 
seen an increase in the number of the working 
poor. Though workers seem to have quite a high 
degree of autonomy, they are completely 
dependen t on t he i r emp loye r s . Th i s 
distinguishes it from true self-employment or 
independent contractor status.… Gig economy 
companies were not true pioneers. Their 
primary innovation, their app-based interface, 
was being developed for use by taxi drivers in 
2010. Workers push themselves to work more 
hours and longer shifts as the burden of earning 
a minimum wage is not their employers’, but 
theirs.… Two centuries ago, Karl Marx 
described this type of wage, the piece wage, as 
the most advantageous form of payment for 
employers. 

The hold of the private sphere on voters—with 
Proposition 22—was exerted both on the 
deeply personal and broad, structural levels. A 
reflection from Theodor Adorno puts it simply: 
“People have so manipulated the concept of 
freedom that it finally boils down to the right of 
the stronger and richer to take from the weaker 
and poorer whatever they still have.” As has 
been demonstrated many times during this 
pandemic, many may link capital’s and 
business’s freedom to go on unimpeded with 
their own. 

Download the full document here! 
 

T H E F O U R T H I N D U S T R I A L 
REVOLUTION, THE GREAT RESET AND 
THE END OF LIFE AS WE KNOW IT — 
Álvaro J. de Regil 

The “Fourth Industrial Revolution and the 
Great Reset” contains three sections. The first 
one covers the trajectory that humankind has 
been following between the First Industrial and 
The Third Industrial Revolution, with the 
emergence of capitalism and its creation of the 
gradual metabolic rift with the environment that 
greatly accelerated during the Third Industrial 
Revolution in the Twentieth Century. The second 
section proceeds with the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (4IR), touted to maximise efficiency 
and effectiveness in materialising with great 
precision all results. To accomplish this, it 
would radically change the way humankind 
lives as the result of a fusion of technologies 
that blurs the lines between the physical, 

digital, and biological spheres. The 4IR is a 
marketocratic driven phenomenon that will 
have tremendous repercussions in every realm 
of human life, on the life of all living things and 
on the capacity of our planet to remain a 
liveable planet. The 4IR will impact the way we 
go about our public and private lives 
profoundly. It will also affect the lives of all 
living things to various degrees, with many 
already on the brink of extinction, finding their 
ecosystems no longer adequate for their 
reproduction. 

The last section assesses the so-called Great 
Reset, touted as the solution to humanity’s 
ex i s t en t i a l p rob lems ( caused by the 
marketocratic paradigm). It is positioned by the 
World Economic Forum (WEF)—and supported 
by the metropolises of the system—as the way 
societies should deal with our existential 
problems of sustainability. The pretence is to 
completely reset the structures of society 
towards a new capitalist paradigm anchored in 
the 4IR. The goal of the Great Reset, using the 
COVID-19 pandemic as carpe diem, is  to offer 
insights to help inform all those determining the 
future state of global relations, the direction of 
national economies, the priorities of societies, 
and the nature of business models and the 
management of a global commons. Drawing 
from the vision and vast expertise of the leaders 
engaged across the Forum’s communities, the 
Great Reset initiative has a set of dimensions to 
build a new social contract that honours the 
dignity of every human being.9 However, as I 
will expose, this is a preposterous and cynic 
initiative to accelerate the implementation of 
the 4IR strictly from the perspective of the less 
than 1% global elite to maximise their wealth 
and power. 

Needless to say that the Great Reset downplays 
the tremendous negative impacts that will have 
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on the life of our planet, which is already in a 
perilous situation where we may have already 
crossed a tipping point that disables preserving 
life as we know it. Indeed, three significant 
realms of life will endure a colossal impact with 
the advance of the 4IR through the Great Reset. 
From a societal perspective, labour and human 
rights are being profoundly impacted, with dire 
consequences. However, overarching every 
sphere of life, the health of our home, Planet 
Earth—to which we belong as just another 
species of it—will be impacted to the point that 
it is exceedingly likely to cross the threshold of 
no return, as the unrelenting quest for growth, 
accelerated by the 4IR, continues unabated. If 
this happens, it would mean that we had 
reached the end of our existence. 

Hence, this is my contribution to raising the 
questions and finding the answers to critical 
events that we are witnessing as I write. This 
should help the common citizenry gain 
knowledge, take consciousness, and empower 
themselves to make well-informed decisions 
that can contribute in turn to organise and put 
in check the agenda pursued by the global elite 
of the less than one per cent. The current events 
must make saving our species and our planet 
the fundamental issue and the overarching and 
quintessential cornerstone of our effort to 
transition to a new sustainable paradigm. It 
cannot be one of many vital issues, but the 
single element that drives our vision to achieve 
sustainability that fundamentally determines 
how we draft our new paradigm. It is in our 
self-interest to become cognisant about the 
damning catastrophe that we are facing, stop 
our numbness and individualism and coalesce 
to change the current doomed trajectory and 
veer to what Paul Burkett calls an eco-
revolutionary tipping point. This is the cross-
sectoral defensive struggles of ecological, 
communitar ian and urban movements 
coalescing as an ecological socialist movement 
against this system of monopoly-finance capital 
and its state functionaries,8 the tiny elite who 
thinks it owns our planet. 

Download the full document here! 

EDUCATING FOR THE FUTURE WE 
WANT — Stephen Sterling 

Our ability to achieve a liveable future for all 
depends on whether we can foster an 
unprecedented degree of social learning. There 
is no change without learning, and no learning 
without change. But with the stakes higher than 
ever before, time is worryingly short. How, 
under such urgency, do we effect such a large-
scale paradigm shift? 

Formal education systems have—or should have
—a critical role in the global social learning 
process underpinning the Great Transition. On 
the f ace o f i t , t he cha l l enge seems 
straightforward. If current educational policies 

and practices insufficiently address ecological, 
social, and economic sustainability, we can just 
do some tweaking and add on some key ideas. 
Job done. Except it is not so simple. If education 
is to be an agent of change, it has itself to be the 
subject of change. Our educational systems are 
implicated in the multiple crises before us, and 
without meaningful rethinking, they will remain 
maladaptive agents of business as usual, leading 
us into a dystopian future nobody wants. 

Over the past few decades, new movements 
have championed social change education 
centred on such themes as the environment, 
p e a c e , h u m a n r i g h t s , a n t i - r a c i s m , 
multiculturalism, alternative futures, and global 
citizenship. For compactness, this diverse 
cons t e l l a t i on w i l l be r e f e r r ed to a s 
“sustainability” education. Despite this array of 
efforts and the common values of social justice 
and ecological integrity, the fragmentation of 
energy and effort has limited the potential for 
significant progress. 

Download the full document here! 

THE CAPITALINIAN — THE FIRST 
G E O L O G I C A L A G E O F T H E 
ANTHROPOCENE — John Bellamy Foster 
and Brett Clark 

The geologic time scale, dividing the 4.6 
billion years of Earth history into nested eons, 
eras, periods, epochs, and ages, is one of the 
great scientific achievements of the last two 
centuries. Each division is directed at 
environmental change on an Earth System scale 
based on stratigraphic evidence, such as rocks 
or ice cores. At present, the earth is officially 
situated in the Phanerozoic Eon, Cenozoic Era, 

Quaternary Period, Holocene Epoch (beginning 
11,700 years ago), and Meghalayan Age (the 
last of the Holocene ages beginning 4,200 years 
ago). The current argument that the planet has 
entered into a new geological epoch, the 
Anthropocene, is based on the recognition that 
Earth System change as represented in the 
stratigraphic record is now primarily due to 
anthropogenic forces. This understanding has 
now been widely accepted in science, but 
nevertheless has not yet been formally adopted 
by the International Commission on Stratigraphy 
of the International Union of Geological 
Sciences, which would mean its official 
adoption throughout science. 

Under the assumption that the Anthropocene 
will soon be officially designated as the earth’s 
current epoch, there remains the question of the 
geological age with which the Anthropocene 
begins, following the last Holocene age, the 
M e g h a l aya n . A d o p t i n g t h e s t a n d a r d 
nomenclature for the naming of geological 
ages, we propose, in our role as professional 
env i ronmenta l soc io log i s t s , the te rm 
Capitalinian as the most appropriate name for 
the new geological age, based on the 
stratigraphic record, and conforming to the 
historical period that environmental historians 
see as commencing around 1950, in the wake 
of the Second World War, the rise of 
multinational corporations, and the unleashing 
of the process of decolonisation and global 
development. 

In the Anthropocene Epoch, it is clear that any 
designation of ages, while necessarily finding 
traces in the stratigraphic record, has to be 
seen, in part, in terms of human socioeconomic 
organisation, not purely geologically. The most 
widely accepted social-scientific designation for 
the predominant world economic Earth System 
on a geological scale of millions system over 
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the last few centuries is capitalism. The 
capitalist (or perhaps tens of millions) of 
years.system has passed through various stages 
or phases, the most recent of which, arising 
after the Second World War under U.S. 
hegemony, is often characterised as global 
monopoly capitalism. Beginning with the first 
nuclear detonation in 1945, humanity emerged 
as a force capable of massively affecting the 
entire Earth System on a geological scale of 
millions (or perhaps tens of millions) of years. 
The 1950s are known for having ushered in “the 
synthetic age,” not only because of the advent 
of the nuclear age itself, but also due to the 
massive proliferation of plastics and other 
petrochemicals associated with the global 
growth and consolidation of monopoly 
capitalism. 

The designation of the first geological age of the 
Anthropocene as the Capitalinian is, we 
believe, crucial because it also raises the 
question of a possible second geological age of 
the Anthropocene Epoch. The Anthropocene 
stands for a period in which humanity, at a 
specific point in its history, namely the rise of 
advanced industrial capitalism following the 
Second World War, became the principal 
geological force affecting Earth System change 
(which is not to deny the importance of 
numerous other geological forces, which are 
not all affected by human action, such as plate 
tectonics, volcanism, erosion, and weathering 
of rocks, in shaping the Earth System’s future). If 
capitalism in the coming century were to create 
such a deep anthropogenic rift in the Earth 
System through the crossing of planetary 
boundaries that it led to the collapse of 
industrial civilisation and a vast die-down of 
human species ensued—a distinct possibility 
under business as usual according to today’s 
science—then the Anthropocene Epoch and no 
doubt the entire Quaternary Period would come 
to an end, leading to a new epoch or period in 
geological history, with a drastically diminished 
human ro l e .4 Ba r r i ng such an end -
Anthropocene and even end-Quaternary 
extinction event, the socioeconomic conditions 
defining the Capitalinian will have to give rise 
to a radically transformed set of socioeconomic 
relations, and indeed a new mode of 
sustainable human production, based on a 
more communal relation of human beings with 
each other and the earth. 

Such an environmental climacteric would mean 
pulling back from the current crossing of 
planetary boundaries, rooted in capital’s 
creative destruction of conditions of life on the 
planet. This reversal of direction, reflecting the 
necessity of maintaining the earth as a safe 
home for humanity and for innumerable other 
species that live on it, is impossible under a 
system geared to the exponential accumulation 
of capital. Such a climatic shift would require 
simply for human survival the creation of a 
radically new material-environmental relation 
with Earth. We propose that this necessary (but 
not inevitable) future geological age to succeed 
the Capitalinian by means of ecological and 

social revolution be named the Communian, 
der ived f rom communal , communi ty, 
commons. 
  
Download the full document here! 

SHOW COP26 AND ECOLOGY — 
Alejandro Teitelbaum 

The outcome of the Glasgow COP26 show 
confirmed once again what we wrote in our 
September 2019 article "The Progressively 
Accelerated Degradation of the Environment:" 
In conclusion: the capitalist system and a 
healthy environment are incompatible. That is 
why Foster, Clark and York are right when in the 
final part of the Ecology of Consumption2 they 
write: A true ecology of consumption - the 
creation of a new system of enduring needs and 
the satisfaction of those needs is only possible 
by incorporating it into a new ecology of 
production which requires for its emergence the 
destruction of the capitalist system. 
  
Download the full document here!"

NOTES ON UKRAINE — The Editors of 
Monthly Review 

As we write these notes at the beginning of 
March 2022, the eight-year limited civil war in 
Ukraine has turned into a full-scale war. This 
represents a turning point in the New Cold War 
and a great human tragedy. By threatening 
global nuclear holocaust, these events are also 
now endangering the entire world. To 
understand the origins of the New Cold War 
and the onset of the current Russian entry into 
the Ukrainian civil war, it is necessary to go 
back to decisions associated with the creation 
of the New World Order made in Washington 
when the previous Cold War ended in 1991. 
Within months, Paul Wolfowitz, then 
undersecretary of defence for policy in the 
George H. W. Bush administration, issued a 
Defense Policy Guidance stating: “Our policy 
[after the fall of the Soviet Union] must now 
refocus on precluding the emergence of any 
potential future global competitor.” Wolfowitz 
emphasised that “Russia will remain the 
s t ronges t mi l i ta ry power in Euras ia .” 
Extraordinary efforts were therefore necessary to 
weaken Russia’s geopol i t ical posi t ion 
permanently and irrevocably, before it would be 
in a position to recover, bringing into the 
Western strategic orbit all of those states now 
surrounding it that had formerly either been 
parts of the Soviet Union or that had fallen 
within its sphere of influence (“Excerpts from 
Pentagon’s Plan: ‘Preventing the Re-Emergence 
of a New Rival’,” New York Times, March 8, 
1992). 

Download the full document here! 
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NOT A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS —
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 

On George Washington’s birthday, 2018, the 
Donald Trump administration’s director of the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, L. 
Francis Cissna, changed the agency’s official 
mission statement, dropping the language of “a 
nation of immigrants” to describe the United 
States. The previous mission statement had said 
the agency “secures America’s promise as a 
nation of immigrants by providing accurate and 
useful information to our customers, granting 
immigration and citizenship benefits, promoting 
an awareness and understanding of citizenship, 
and ensuring the integrity of our immigration 
system.” The revised mission statement reads: 
“U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
administers the nation’s lawful immigration 
system, safeguarding its integrity and promise 
by efficiently and fairly adjudicating requests for 
immigrat ion benefits while protect ing 
Americans, securing the homeland, and 
honouring our values.” 

The Trump administration’s official negation of 
the United States as a nation of immigrants was 
unlikely to change the liberal rhetoric. During 
Joe Biden’s 2020 bid for the presidency, the 
campaign issued a statement on his immigration 
plan, titled “The Biden Plan for Securing Our 
Values as a Nation of Immigrants,” asserting that 
“unless your ancestors were native to these 
shores, or forcibly enslaved and brought here as 
part of our original sin as a nation, most 
Americans can trace their family history back to 
a choice—a choice to leave behind everything 
that was familiar in search of new opportunities 
and a new life.” Unlike the previous “nation of 
immigrants” statement, the Biden campaign did 
acknowledge prior and continuing Native 
presence, as well as specifying that enslaved 
Africans were not immigrants. However, the 

new rhetoric continues to mask the settler-
colonial violence that established and 
maintained the United States and turns 
immigrants into settlers. 

Download the full document here! 

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC: "THEIR 
CONTRADICTIONS AND OURS" — Alain 
Bihr 

Since the Covid-19 pandemic was declared at 
the end of 2019, all governments have handled 
it in a seemingly haphazard, even chaotic 
manner, whatever the choices made, which in 
turn often differed from one another. This is 
a t t r ibu ted a s much to inexper ience , 
amateurism, lack of vision, insult or even 
cynicism, factors that combine, in varying 
doses, most of the time. However, the very 
generality of this situation leads us to question 
the presence of more structural factors: solid 
contradictions whose roots lie at the very heart 
of capitalist relations of production. 

Download the full document here! 

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AGE OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE — Access Now 

As artificial intelligence continues to find its 
way into our daily lives, its propensity to 
interfere with human rights only gets more 
severe. With this in mind, and noting that the 
technology is still in its infant stages, Access 
Now conducts this preliminary study to scope 
the potential range of human rights issues that 
may be raised today or in the near future. 
Many of the issues that arise in examinations of 
this area are not new, but they are greatly 
exacerbated by the scale, proliferation, and 
real-life impact that artificial intelligence 
facilitates. Because of this, the potential of 
artificial intelligence to both help and harm 
people is much greater than from technologies 
that came before. While we have already seen 
some of these consequences, the impacts will 
only continue to grow in severity and scope. 
However, by starting now to examine what 
safeguards and structures including those that 
disproportionately impact marginalised people
—may be prevented and mitigated. 

There are several lenses through which experts 
examine artificial intelligence. The use of 
international human rights law and its well-
developed standards and institutions to examine 
artificial intelligence systems can contribute to 
the conversations already happening, and 
provide a universal vocabulary and forums 
established to address power differentials. 
Additionally, human rights laws contribute a 
framework for solutions, which we provide here 
in the form of recommendations. Our 
recommendations fall within four general 
categories: data protection rules to protect rights 
in the data sets used to develop and feed 
artificial intelligence systems; special safeguards 
for government uses of artificial intelligence; 
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safeguards for private sector uses of artificial 
intelligence systems; and investment in more 
research to continue to examine the future of 
artificial intelligence and its potential 
interferences with human rights. 

Our hope is that this report provides a jumping-
off point for further conversations and research 
in this developing space. We don’t yet know 
what artificial intelligence will mean for the 
future of society, but we can act now to build 
the tools that we need to protect people from its 
most dangerous applications.We look forward 
to continuing to explore the issues raised by this 
report, including through work with our 
partners as well as key corporate and 
government institutions. 

Download the full document here! 

 

1862 PREFACE TO AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMISTRY — Justus Von Liebig 

In 1862, Justus von Liebig published the 
seventh edition of hisOrganic Chemistry in its 
Application to Agriculture and Physiology, more 
commonly known as Agricultural Chemistry. It 
was standard forLiebig’s work to be immediately 
translated into English. However, the first 
volume of the 1862 edition of Agricultural 
Chemistry, particularly its long and incendiary 
introduction, included an extensive critique of 
British high farming. Liebig’s English publisher, 
Walton, declared it “libellous” and destroyed 
his copy. Hence, the complete work was never 
published in English. 

Nevertheless, an English translation of both 
Liebig’s preface and introduction had been 
completed in January 1863 by Maria Gilbert, 

the wife of Joseph Henry Gilbert, one of 
Britain’s leading agricultural chemists—a former 
pupil of Liebig, and director of the agricultural 
experiment station at Rothamsted. Maria 
Gilbert’s translation, written in her elegant 
longhand, is held in the archives of the 
Rothamsted Exper iment S ta t ion (now 
Rothamsted Research). What follows is Maria 
Gilbert’s complete translation of the 1862 
preface, transcribed by André Toshio Villela 
Iamamoto. Brackets indicate text introduced by 
the editors for clarity. 

In the mid-nineteenth century, English 
agriculture was dominated by a system of large 
landowners receiving prodigious rents from 
numerous tenant farmers, each of whom usually 
worked less than fifty acres of land. Many of 
these tenants, while incorporating forms of crop 
rotation, were practical farmers, working out of 
tradition or following earlier practical guides to 
English husbandry as handed down by Sir 
Humphry Davy and others, and were reluctant 
to embrace scientific agricultural chemistry as it 
had developed by the mid-nineteenth century. 
Nevertheless, more and more agriculture was 
coming to be dominated by large landowners, 
who guided the operations. British agriculture 
was becoming increasingly intensive, importing 
large amounts of fertiliser and emphasising the 
maximum commercial output. This system of 
high farming was, in Liebig’s terms, an 
advanced “robbery economy.” All these 
concerns are thus reflected in his preface, 
designed to highlight the reasons for the 
polemic in his introduction and much of the 
rest of the work. 

Liebig had been writing of the robbery 
economy since the late 1850s, notably in his 
Letters on Modern Agriculture (1859). Concerns 
over English-style commercial and industrial 
agriculture and its extraction of fertiliser 
resources (bones, guano) from the rest of the 
world had increasingly come to dominate his 
thinking. As he notes in the preface, he had 
been “reproached on many sides for describing 
modern Agriculture as a system of Plunder/
Robbery.” An example of such criticisms was 
the New York magazine The Cultivator, which in 
its January 1860 issue sharply criticised Liebig’s 
notion of a “robbery system,” declaring rather 
that “the soil is given to man to use. The 
materials from which it is made exist certainly 
in inexhaustible quantity, and for the most part 
the soil is inexhaustible.” It was in the face of 
such resistance that Liebig placed renewed 
emphasis on the growing problem of the 
robbery of the soil and the constant need for its 
replenishment through nutrient recycling. This is 
now understood as one of the great early 
developments in modern ecology, leading to 
the development of contemporary theories of 
soil metabolism. 

—John Bellamy Foster 

Download the full document here! 

 

W E L F A R E S Y S T E M S W I T H O U T 
ECONOMIC GROWTH: A REVIEW OF 
THE CHALLENGES AND NEXT STEPS FOR 
THE FIELD — Christine Corlet Walker, 
Angela Druckman, Tim Jackson 

Welfare systems across the OECD face many 
combined challenges, with rising inequality, 
demographic changes and environmental crises 
likely to drive up welfare demand in the coming 
decades. Economic growth is no longer a 
sustainable solution to these problems. It is 
therefore imperative that we consider how 
welfare systems will cope with these challenges 
in the absence of economic growth. We review 
the literature tackling this complex problem. We 
identify five interconnected dilemmas for a 
post-growth welfare system: 1) how to maintain 
funding for the welfare system in a non-growing 
economy; 2) how to manage the increasing 
relative costs of welfare; 3) how to overcome 
structural and behavioural growth dependencies 
within the welfare system; 4) how to manage 
increasing need on a finite planet; and 5) how 
to overcome poli t ical barr iers to the 
transformation of the welfare state. There is now 
need for further research investigating the 
macro-economic dynamics of post-growth 
welfare systems; trialling preventative, 
relational, low-resource models of welfare 
provision; and seeking to better understand 
political barriers to a post-growth welfare 
transition. We also make the case for 
considering post-growth welfare studies as a 
field in its own right, with the aim of improving 
coherence and cross-fertilisation between 
disciplines. 
   
Download the full document here! 
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BUEN VIVIR: A CONCEPT ON THE RISE 
IN EUROPE? — Gustavo Hernández and 
Henkjan Laats 

The concept of buen vivir has gained visibility 
in Latin America in recent years. Rooted in 
indigenous worldviews, buen vivir rests on an 
understanding of humanity’s relationship with 
nature that is fundamentally at odds with the 
anthropocentrism of modernity. Gustavo 
Hernández and Henkjan Laats trace the 
concept’s rising trajectory and its influence and 
echos in Europe. While buen vivir’s inclusion in 
formal bi-regional dialogue and its resonance 
with local initiatives emerging around Europe 
are promising, much more can be gained from 
further knowledge exchange. 

Download the full document here! #

 

IDENTIFYING A SAFE AND JUST 
CORRIDOR FOR PEOPLE AND THE 
PLANET — Johan Rockström, Joyeeta 
Gupta, Timothy M. Lenton, Dahe Qin, 
Steven J. Lade et al 

For the first time in human history, we are now 
forced to consider the real risk of destabilising 
our home, planet Earth. This is an existential 
risk, as we all need a planet that can sustain life 
and provide the basis for the well-being of all 
people. Here, we outline a conceptual 
framework for a global-scale “safe and just 
corridor” that delivers on these goals for people 
and the planet. The recently formed Earth 
Commission will use this framework to map key 
functions that regulate the state of the Earth 

system and provide life support to us humans, 
including processes such as biodiversity and 
nutrient cycling. It will also analyse the related 
justice components, for each of these Earth 
system target domains, in terms of how such 
ranges can be defined and how nature's 
contributions to people can be justly shared. 
Furthermore, social transformations that meet 
safe and just targets for all people and how the 
global-scale targets can be translated to targets 
for actors at other scales will be explored. 

#
Download the full document here! 

 

AGAINST DOOMSDAY SCENARIOS: 
WHAT IS TO BE DONE NOW? …an 
interview — John Bellamy Foster, John 
Molyneux and Owen McCormack 

Given the extreme summer weather and the 
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report, just how bad are things 
now? What do you believe the time scale is for 
catastrophe and what do you think that 
catastrophe will look like? Are things worse 
than the IPCC report claims? Some, including 
Michael Mann, have warned against “doomsday 
scenarios” that might deter people from acting. 
In your view, are doomsday scenarios the truth 
that needs to be told?.. 

#
Download the full document here! 

 

THE ENERGY-EXTRACTIVES NEXUS AND 
THE JUST TRANSITION — Nicholas 
Bainton, Deanna Kemp, Eleonore Lèbre, 
John R. Owen, Greg Marston 

The concept of a ‘just transition’ to a low-
carbon economy is firmly embedded in 
mainstream global discourses about mitigating 
climate change. Drawing on Karl Polanyi's 
political economy elaborated in The Great 
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Transformation, we interrogate the idea of a just 
transition and place it within its historical 
context. We address a major contradiction at 
the core of global energy transition debates: the 
rapid shift to low-carbon energy-systems will 
require increased extraction of minerals and 
metals. In doing so, we argue that extractive 
industries are energy and carbon-intensive, and 
will enlarge and intensify social and ecological 
injustice. Our findings reveal the importance of 
understanding how the idea of a just transition 
is used, and by who, and the type of justice that 
underpins this concept. We demonstrate the 
need to ground just transition policies and 
programmes in a notion of justice as fairness. 

I get to have the benefits of air conditioning and 
air travel and all the other environmentally 
expensive amenities that the prime victims of 
climate change will not have. And the same 
holds for the overlapping case of global 
e c o n o m i c j u s t i c e . ‘ T h e 
Beneficiary’ (Robbins, 20171) 

Download the full document here! 

 

FERTILISERS: ON THE VERGE OF A 
MAJOR FOOD CRISIS? — Antonio Turiel 
and Juan Bordera 

Making agriculture so dependent on fossil fuels 
was a dangerous mirage rather than a revolution 

With the price of the benchmark oil 
barrel(Brent) exceeding 90 dollars for the first 
time in eight years -coinciding with the 
announced end of the fracking boom/bubble-; 
the recent historic escalation in gas prices 
-which has quadrupled in price during 2021- 
and, consequently, in the electricity bill; or with 

the highest inflation in Spain in three decades 
-6.5% in 2021- anyone might think that the 
biggest problem we have is the energy problem. 
And they would probably be right, although the 
seriousness and depth of the climate problem, 
which in the long term is at least as serious, 
cannot be ignored. However, this crossroads is 
a ramification between scarce energy and an 
unstable climate whose severity is often not 
understood: we eat fossil fuels. 

And not just because they are needed to 
transport or refrigerate both the food itself and 
the materials required in the strained supply 
chain, but because, directly, some of the fossil 
fuels we extract are also used in the production 
of pesticides and, above all, fertilisers for 
"modern agriculture". About one-third of all 
energy used in the agricultural sector is used for 
manufacturing inorganic fertilisers. 

Let's analyse the consequences of rising 
fertiliser prices. We discover that they are 
already causing severe problems in many 
countries. The high cost of soya has led 
Argentina to limit beef exports until 2023. 
Brazil has been experiencing a severe food 
crisis since 2018. The UN has just included 
Colombia among the "hunger hotspots", and not 
so far away, they are on the verge of a farmers' 
revolt in Greece. If we analyse the price 
escalation, we will discover a complex tangle 
that we had better untangle and understand 
well to clarify what should be done.  

The number of factors involved is enormous: 
geopolitical, environmental, the recovery of 
demand, the pandemic... but above all, energy 
stands out very clearly. And the relationship is 
direct: if the price of energy rises, so does the 
cost of fertilisers, transport and almost all 
production processes. Ergo, the escalation of 
food prices is inevitable, which is why the FAO 
anticipates a global food crisis worse than that 
of 2011 this year. All this without considering 
the speculation of the financial markets, always 
as clever and reasonable in allocating resources 
as they have been to date. 

Download the full document here! 

 

THE PLANETARY RIFT …an interview — 
John Bellamy Foster and Haris Golemis 

With your pathbreaking article “Marx’s Theory 
of Metabolic Rift” (American Journal of 
Sociology, 1999), you challenged the then 
prevalent view, even among non-dogmatic 
Marxists, that the effects of capitalist growth on 
nature was not of interest to Karl Marx. Could 
you briefly explain your thesis? .. 

Download the full document here! 

 

THE "METABOLIC RIFT" OF JOHN 
B E L L A M Y F O S T E R : W H A T 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR AN ECOMARXIST 
THEORY? — William Sacher 

This article sets out to analyse the relevance 
and ident i fy the eventual l imi t s and 
shortcomings of J. Bellamy Foster’s concept of 
“metabolic fracture”. A series of criticisms from 
various branches of ecomarxism are compiled. 
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Some criticisms reject the idea altogether, while 
others recognise its interest and consider 
refining it. Despite an obvious lack of empirical 
foundations and its “catastrophic” character, I 
propose the concept has several merits. It 
explicitly refers to the Marxist concept of 
“metabolism” and allows a much-needed 
debate in eco-marxism about the limits of 
nature to be started. 

Download the full document here! 

 

CONFRONTING INEQUALITY IN THE 
“NEW NORMAL”: HYPER-CAPITALISM, 
P R OTO - S O C I A L I S M , A N D P O S T-
PANDEMIC RECOVERY — Tim Jackson 
and Peter A. Victor 

Post-pandemic recovery must address the 
systemic inequality that has been revealed by 
the coronavirus crisis. The roots of this 
inequality predate the pandemic and even the 
global financial crisis. They lie rather in the 
uneasy relationship between labour and capital 
under conditions of declining economic 
growth, such as those who have prevailed in 
advanced economies for almost half a century. 
This paper explores the dynamics of that 
relationship using a simple stock-flow 
consistent (SFC) macroeconomic model of a 
closed economy. It examines in particular the 
role of two key factors—the savings rate and the 
substitutability (elasticity of substitution) 
between labour and capital—on the severity of 
systemic inequality under conditions of 
declining growth. The paper goes on to test the 
efficacy of three redistributive measures—a 
graduated income tax, a tax on capital and a 
universal basic income—under two distinct 
structural scenarios for an economy with a 
declining growth rate. We find that none of 

these measures is sufficient to control structural 
inequality when institutions aggressively favour 
capital over labour (hyper-capitalism). Taken in 
combination, however, under conditions more 
favourable to wage labour (proto-socialism), 
these same measures have the potential to 
eliminate inequality, almost entirely, even as the 
growth rate declines. 

Download the full document here! 

 

THE PARIS COMMUNE — Marx, Mao, 
Tomorrow — Alain Baidou

In 1871, Karl Marx proposed an account of the 
Paris Commune that is wholly inscribed in the 
question of the state. For him, it comprises the 
first historical case in which the proletariat 
assumes its transitory function of the direction, 
or administration, of the entire society. From the 
Commune’s initiatives and impasses, he is led to 
the conclusion that the state machine must not 
be “taken” or “occupied,” but broken. 

Let us note in passing that the chief fault of the 
analysis probably lies in the notion that, 
between March and May 1871, it was the 
question of power that was the order of the day. 
Thus, those tenacious “critiques” that have 
become commonplace: What the Commune 
supposedly lacked was decision-making 
capacity; if it had immediately marched on 
Versailles; if it had seized the gold of the Bank 
of France; and so on. To my mind, these ifs lack 
real content. In truth, the Commune had neither 
the means to address them properly, nor in all 
likelihood the means to arrive at them. 

Download the full document here! 

 

GREEN POPULISM? – ACTION AND 
MORTALITY IN THE ANTHROPOCENE — 
Will Davies 

The rise of ‘populism’, often conflated with 
authoritarianism, is frequently viewed as being 
antagonistic to environmental values, where the 
latter are associated with ‘liberal elites’. 
However, with a less pejorative understanding 
of populism, we might be able to identify 
elements within that can be usefully channelled 
and mobilised towards the urgent rescue of 
human and non-human life, in a non-
exclusionary or territorial sense. 

This paper seeks to illuminate a ‘green 
populism’,using Hannah Arendt’s analysis of the 
tension between science and politics. In 
Arendt’s account, Western philosophy and 
science is predicated on a rejection of the 
mortal realm of politics, in search of eternal 
laws of nature. However, the pressing mortality 
of nature has pushed it back into the political 
realm, turning it into a political actor in its own 
right. Where nature itself is defined by its 
mortality, environmentalism and political action 
acquire a common logic, that could fuel a 
participatory, egalitarian, green populism. 

Download the full document here! 
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THE IDEOLOGY OF LATE IMPERIALISM 
— THE RETURN OF THE GEOPOLITICS 
OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL — 
Zhun Xu 

In 1990, when renowned Indian Marxian 
economist Prabhat Patnaik asked “Whatever 
Happened to Imperialism?,” once vibrant and 
influential schools of theories on imperialism 
were at a postwar historic low. When he left the 
West to return to India in 1974, imperialism 
was at the center of all Marxist discussions. But 
when he came back to the West merely fifteen 
years later, imperialism already seemed out of 
fashion. After all, the end of the Soviet Union 
and liberals’ declaration of the end of history 
were near. 

Marxists’ inquiries into the question of 
imperialism began in the early twentieth 
century. During the time of V. I. Lenin and Rosa 
Luxembourg, Marxists focused on two related 
questions regarding imperialism: (1) inter-
capitalist competition and war, and (2) the 
hierarchy within world capitalism and the 
relationship between the imperialist countries 
and the colonies/semi-colonies. Since then, the 
Russian and Chinese Revolutions, the postwar 
anticolonial wave, and the Cold War have 
profoundly changed the context of imperialism. 
Following the last inter-imperialist war in the 
core in the 1940s, and with most colonies 
having gained independence, the political-
economic relationship between the imperialist 
and non-imperialist countries became the key 
to theorising imperialism. 

Since the 1950s, Marxist scholars have greatly 
deepened our understanding of imperialism by 
exploring underdevelopment and the centre-
periphery, or dependency relationship, in world 
capitalism. Paul Baran’s The Political Economy 

of Growth is one of the earliest and best 
analyses of how feudal, imperialist, and 
comprador interests, as well as other 
unproductive uses of economic surplus, have 
kept back the third world. Later writers such as 
Samir Amin, Andre Gunder Frank, and 
Immanuel Wallerstein each developed a distinct 
but related approach to the rise of capitalism. 
Instead of focusing on just Western Europe and 
the United States, they also explored how the 
global division of labour and the more general 
world system, or imperialist system, transferred 
surplus from the periphery to the center, thus 
c r e a t i n g b o t h d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
underdevelopment simultaneously. 

Given this high tide of Marxist writings on 
imperialism in the 1960s and ’70s, the 
disappearance of imperialism from leftist 
discussion is quite remarkable. According to 
Google Books data (see Chart 1), the frequency 
of the term imperialism in a large sample of 
English-language books declined by more than 
50 percent between 1974 and 1990. Even 
before the demise of the Soviet Union or 
neoliberal transitions in much of the world, 
analyses of imperial ism were already 
disappearing in the United States and 
elsewhere. 

Patnaik suggested that this waning might be 
because of the very strengthening and 
consolidation of imperialism after the Vietnam 
War. This was evident from the tyranny of the 
global division of labour as well as the 
destructive functions of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Besides 
these , there was a l so a more d i rec t 
development among Western liberal and leftist 
intellectuals, which aimed politically to 
diminish anti-imperialist writings. Since the 
1970s, well-known leftist writers such as Bill 
Warren, Robert Brenner, Michael Hardt, 
Antonio Negri, and David Harvey have 
contributed to this kind of intellectual 
counterrevolution. 

Aside from a change in research interests 
among scholars, the retreat from the question of 
imperialism has above all facilitated the rise of 
conservative ideology framed as leftist 
discourse. There has been a return of what we 
can call Second International politics, which 
essentially break from the Marxist traditions 
exemplified by Lenin and Mao Zedong, and 
severely limit revolutionary potential in the 
imperialist core. 

With this kind of thinking dominant among 
liberals and many leftists, possible domestic 
resistance to the U.S. imperialist state is 
reduced. This particularly illuminates the 
ongoing conflicts between the United States 
and China. The image of a rising China, an 
imperialist (yet not quite civilised) China, 
interestingly caters to different groups in both 
China and the United States. For years, the 
nationalist media in China has been bragging 
about a powerful China as an effort to reduce 
militancy among working people. Chinese 

leftists are mostly highly critical of such 
nationalist claims. At the same time, U.S. 
mainstream and the right wing have been 
successfully making their case based on the 
propaganda of an imperialist China. Utilising 
deep-rooted racism and anticommunist history, 
it serves the goal of scapegoating China and 
corrupting the U.S. working class. Even some 
leftist observers have uncritically argued that 
China now has become the number one enemy 
to the global working class. We are seeing the 
formation of a holy alliance in the imperialist 
United States dominated by reactionary Second 
International politics. 

Prabhat Patnaik warned that the retreat of 
analyses of imperialism would only mean the 
strengthening of the right wing in the core 
countries and Global South, helping to spawn 
racist, fundamentalist, and xenophobic 
movements. These profound insights are 
increasingly relevant as we move into the 
2020s. 

The (Western) left in the imperialist center is at 
a historical moment. Without reconnecting with 
the anti-imperialist tradition, and without a 
careful analysis of the imperialism developed in 
the neoliberal era, it is likely the left will retreat 
further from its revolutionary past in the next 
decade or two. Whether to follow the Second 
International, or the traditions of the late Marx, 
Lenin, and Mao, is a vital question for all of us. 

Download the full document here! 
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The Political life is dominated by ‘presentism’ 
and a focus on the short-term. This political 
myopia is harmful in two important ways. First, 
it leads governments to fail to discharge their 
duty to protect the long-term interests of current 
generations. Second, it results in governments’ 
failing to honour their responsibilities to future 
generations. Members of current and future 
generations are entitled to live in ecologically 
sustainable societies which realise their equal 
right to flourish. At present our political system 
is not well-designed to realise these ideals. In 
this Essay forCUSP, Simon Caney explores the 
nature of what he terms ‘Harmful Short-
Termism’, and shows that it is pervasive in 
political life—contributing to environmental 
destruction and a failure to invest in the social, 
economic and structural preconditions of well-
functioning societies. Simon argues that this 
short-termism stems from four separate factors. 
Together they result in a deep mismatch 
between, on the one hand, the timespan of 
many problems (such as climate change) and, 
on the other hand, the temporal horizons of 
citizens and politicians. He concludes by 
exploring what can be done to address these 
problems. Drawing on insights from Aristotle, 
de Tocqueville and Dewey, he outlines ways in 
which we can re-think and re-invigorate our 
political life so that we are better able to 
address Harmful Short-Termism. 

Download the full document here! 

 

THE CAPTURE OF DEMOCRACY TO 
IMPOSE MARKETOCRACY – WHY 
DEMOCRACY IS A HOAX? — Álvaro J. de 
Regil 

“The “Capture of Democracy to Impose 
Marketocracy” debunks the myth that we live in 
democratic societies. It explains why, instead, 
what governments regard as democracy is a 
hoax. We will see that true democracy is an 
entirely different ethos to the one we are 
enduring under capitalism. Under the current 
marketocratic paradigm, instead of a societal 
edifice designed to procure the welfare of every 
rank of society—and with special emphasis on 
the dispossessed—we have a system of 
alienated, individualistic and disengaged from 
the public matter consumers. It is a system 
designed to maximise the shareholder value of 
the market’s overlords. This is the tiny elite of 
institutional investors of international financial 
markets and their corporations in this age of 
imperial monopoly capital. This is a system 
imposed at the expense of the vast majority of 
the world’s population and our home Planet 
Earth, to which we are only one among many 
species. 

Hence, this is my contribution to raising the 
questions and finding the answers to critical 
events that we are witnessing as I write. This 

should help the common citizenry gain 
knowledge, take consciousness, and empower 
themselves to make well-informed decisions 
that can contribute in turn to organise and put 
in check the agenda pursued by the global elite 
of the less than one per cent. The current events 
must make saving our species and our planet 
the fundamental issue and the overarching and 
quintessential cornerstone of our effort to 
transition to a new sustainable paradigm. It 
cannot be one of many vital issues, but the 
single element that drives our vision to achieve 
sustainability that fundamentally determines 
how we draft our new paradigm. 

Download the full document here! 

 

“NO GOOD CHOICES LEFT”: OUR 
DILEMMA UNDER A WHITE SKY — 
TECHNO-FIXES WON’T CIRCUMVENT 
THE NEED TO CHANGE OUR LIFESTYLES 
…an interview — Elizabeth Kolbert – Olaf 
Bruns 

After her Pulitzer-winning The Sixth Extinction, 
Elizabeth Kolbert’s new book, Under a White 
Sky, describes the world of “techno-fixes” to the 
damage we have inflicted on nature. Today, the 
world faces the dilemma that even the most 
well-intentioned interventions risk making 
matters worse, though we may no longer have 
the luxury of refusing them. In a century that 
will be shaped by the climate crisis, learning to 
navigate humanity’s “mixture of hubris and 
cluelessness” when dealing with nature will be 
essential. 

US climate envoy John Kerry recently said that 
Americans would not necessarily have to 

change their lifestyles because there’ll be a 
techno-fix to all problems.What Kerry said 
played badly in Europe, but in US politics 
there’s a saying: you don’t touch our system of 
retirement payments and social security – the 
“third rail of US politics” – unless you want to 
get electrocuted. It would be the same to tell 
people they have to change their lives: you just 
never do that! On the very progressive wing of 
the Democratic party, there’s the proposal for 
the Green New Deal, a very optimistic project 
that tries to gather a large coalition: organised 
labour, communities of colour, the whole broad 
tent of the Democratic party. But nobody says 
people will have to change the way they live. 
It’s sort of an article of faith in the US. Even 
people much more progressive than Kerry 
wouldn’t say it. I don’t think anyone would be 
willing to say it, at least not for political 
purposes. 

Download the table here! 
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FROM PROFIT TAKING TO LIFE MAKING: 
QUALITY CARE FOR PEOPLE AND 
PLANET …an interview — Sara Farris 

The Covid-19 pandemic threw health and care 
workers into the spotlight. But as the applause 
and praise of heroes fades and is replaced by 
the buzz of returning to some degree of 
normality, where does this leave those who 
have carried societies through the crisis, often at 
huge personal cost? Sociologist Sara Farris 
explains how the lens of social reproduction 
offers a way to understand the structural under-
valuing of the work that keeps society on its 
feet. It will take a shift in priorities from profit to 
life to guarantee a system that puts quality care 
– for people and the planet – first. 

Download the table here! 

 

A  f i n a l  t h o u g h t

A living wage is, universally, the most 
important element in the achievement of 
everyone's right to a dignified life and the 
eradication of poverty.  Relative to the social 
responsibility of business, a corporation or 
organisational entity employing people, 
regardless of size or trade, public or private, 
cannot be considered to behave in a socially 
responsible manner if it does not pay a living 
wage, regardless of how responsibly it behaves 
in all other areas of activity. 

Just as the International Labour Organisation’s 
Decent Work Agenda states, the decent work 
concept has led to an international consensus 
that productive employment and decent work 
are key elements to achieving poverty 
reduction.  Yet, everything remains in the realm 
of rhetoric and hypocrisy, and the system, 
imbued in the most perverse human instincts, 
remains. 

If you do not wish to continue receiving our 
newsletter, just e-mail us, writing in the subject 
line "unsubscribe" nosuscrip _ jussemper.org

Mexico City policeman chains himself to the main doors of 
the City Assembly in protest because his salary does not 
make a living wage (19 December 2006).
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